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Hampton County School District 2
Referral, Screening, and Placement

Frequently Asked Questions
Academically Gifted and Talented Program

What is the mission of gifted education?

The mission of gifted education is to maximize the potential of gifted and talented students by providing a supplemental instructional program matched to their unique characteristics and needs that reflects acceleration and enrichment.
What is academic giftedness?

Academic giftedness is extraordinary ability or exceptional potential in academic areas that is incomparable to peers of the same age.
What is the purpose of the academically gifted and talented program?

The purpose of gifted and talented is three-fold:  (1) to find students who display talent beyond that of their peers in academic areas; (2) to assess the aptitudes, attributes, and behaviors of each student; and (3) to evaluate each student for placement.
What program model is used to provide academically gifted and talented services?

The special class model serves students in grades 3—12 through a self-contained gifted and talented class that is organized around the disciplines of English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies.
How are academically gifted and talented students identified?

Academically gifted and talented students can be found within any racial, ethnic, or socioeconomic group and within any nationality, gender, or population with physical disabilities, learning disabilities, or behavioral challenges.  Student aptitudes, attributes, and behaviors will be identified, assessed, and reviewed through a multistep, multimodal, and multidimensional system, which consists of referral, screening, assessment, and placement.

What criterion is used to determine eligibility for academically gifted and talented services?
The following students are eligible for services:

(a) Students who were served and qualified by state regulations prior to 1999;

(b) Students who meet the 98th national age percentile composite score or higher for grades 1 or 2 or the 96th national age percentile composite score or higher for grades 3—12 on an individual or group aptitude test;

(c) Students identified in one SC school district are eligible for services in any SC school district; and

(d) Students who meet the criteria in two of three dimensions that follow:

· Dimension A—Reasoning Abilities

Students must score at or above the 93rd national age percentile or higher on a nationally normed aptitude test such as CogAT or OLSAT in verbal/linguistic, quantitative/mathematical, nonverbal, and/or a composite of the three.

· Dimension B—High Achievement
Students must score at or above the 94th national age percentile or higher on reading comprehension or mathematical concepts and problem solving subtests on a nationally normed achievement test such as NWEA MAP or score at the advanced level for reading or mathematics on the PACT.

· Dimension C—Intellectual/Academic Performance
For grades 3—6, students must meet or exceed the nonverbal and verbal assessments on Project STAR.  For grades 7—12, a 3.75 GPA (93.75) or higher on a 4.0 scale in English/language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, and foreign language is required from the most recently completed school year.
Who can refer students for academically gifted and talented evaluation?

Referrals will be accepted from anyone for rising 3rd through 12th grade students using the Academically Gifted and Talented Referral Form that is available online at http://www.hampton2.k12.sc.us/gifted.htm or by contacting the Coordinator of Advanced Programs.  Please be reminded that referral does not in and of itself guarantee placement.  

After a student has been referred for academic placement, what else is required?
The student must be screened using specific assessments to determine his/her eligibility for academically gifted and talented placement. Assessment data is evaluated at least five times throughout the school year to identify students who are eligible for gifted and talented services.
Who is screened for academically gifted and talented placement and when?

Census testing will be administered in the Fall to all 2nd grade students.  Students referred in grades 3—12 will also be screened using specific assessments.  Any student who performs at the advanced level on either the mathematics assessment or the reading assessment of PACT will be screened with OLSAT to determine any newly eligible students.  However, screening does not in and of itself guarantee placement.

What assessments are used to determine academic giftedness?

The following aptitude assessments are used:  CogAT and OLSAT.  Likewise, the following achievement assessments are used:  ITBS, NWEA MAP, and PACT.  In addition, the following performance assessments are used:  Project STAR and GPAs.
Who is responsible for placing students in the academically gifted and talented program?

Each school’s Academic Evaluation and Placement Team is responsible for interpreting and evaluating student data in such a way that appropriate placement in the academically gifted and talented program is ensured.

When and how will I know if my child has been accepted into the academically gifted and talented program?

After evaluation of assessment data, written notification will be mailed to the parent(s) and/or guardian(s) of eligible students.

Who do I contact for additional information?

For additional information regarding gifted and talented identification procedures, programs, and services in Hampton County School District 2, please contact:

Ms. Tonya R. Beckett

Coordinator of Advanced Programs
Hampton County School District 2

319 4th Street

Post Office Box 1028
Estill, SC  29918

Phone:  803.625.5022
Fax:  803.625.2573
Email:  beckton@hampton2.k12.sc.us

Hampton County School District 2 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, creed, religion, sex, age, or disability in admission to, access to, treatment in, or employment in its programs and activities.  Inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies and/or concerns with respect to identification, evaluation, and services of gifted and talented students should be directed to:

Dr. Deonia A. Simmons
Superintendent

Hampton County School District 2

319 4th Street

Post Office Box 1028

Estill, SC  29918

Phone:  803.625.5000
Fax:  803.625.2573

Email:  simmdeo@hampton2.k12.sc.us
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