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Academically Gifted and Talented Program
What is the purpose of ITBS?

The ITBS provides unique information about individual students.  Form B (Level 7) reflects the expansion of the early elementary curriculum in grade 2 and provides a starting point for monitoring year-to-year student development.  The purpose of this assessment is to provide information about student progress in a curriculum that expands in breadth and depth.

What areas are covered on the ITBS?

· The vocabulary test measures reading vocabulary.  For each question, a pictorial or written stimulus is followed by a set of written responses.  

· The questions on word analysis assess how well students can recognize letters and letter-sound relationships.  Both pictures and words are used as stimuli and response choices.

· The reading comprehension test presents students with a variety of tasks, which progressively require more independence in reading as the level increases.  The tasks include using print, context, and picture cues to identify unfamiliar words, completing sentences by choosing a word for filling-in-the-blank and answering multiple-choice questions after reading a brief story.  Students will be required to make inferences or generalize about what they have read.

· In the listening test, short oral scenarios are presented and then one or more multiple-choice questions are read.  All response options are pictorial.  Students are required to demonstrate both literal and inferential understanding.  Students' abilities to follow directions, understand sequences, and predict outcomes are also measured.

· The language tests deals with skills in spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and skills in usage and expression in writing.  For these tasks, the teacher reads the questions and response choices as students read silently.

· In mathematics, there are separate tests:  Math Concepts, Math Problem Solving, and Math Computation.  Math Concepts deals with numeration, number systems, whole numbers, geometry, measurement, fractions, currency, and number sentences.  Math Problem Solving has two parts:  word problems and interpretation of information presented in graphs and tables.  Math Computation presents addition and subtraction problems.  One section of it is timed so that information about students' rates of work can be obtained.

· The questions on the social studies test measure objectives of curriculum that are not measured elsewhere in the test.  All questions are presented orally and all response options are pictorial.  The content is taken from the areas of geography, history, government, economics, sociology, and the other social sciences.

· The science test focuses on aspects of the curriculum that are not measured elsewhere in the test.  Knowledge and skills come from the areas of life science, earth and space sciences, and physical science.  Considerable emphasis is also given to the nature of science—the methods and process skills.

· On the sources of information test, the questions are read aloud and students choose answers from among words or short phrases that they read themselves.  The main skills measured are alphabetizing, using a picture dictionary, table of contents, and maps to determine location, direction, and distance.

The sections highlighted in yellow represents the areas of ITBS that are actually administered in the district.
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